
WHEREAS, on occasion the Memphis City Council has seen fit to name certain public roads to 

honor citizens who have served this community; and 

 

WHEREAS, with his long tradition of family fun and quality pub grub at Memphis’ seven 

Huey’s Restaurant outlets and history of civic contributions to the City of Memphis, Thomas Boggs is 

one such citizen who is certainly worthy of recognition; and 

 

 WHEREAS, born in Wynne, Arkansas, Boggs moved to Memphis at the age of 7 and began 

working at the age of 14 for Davis Rexall, whom Boggs credits with teaching him the basics of service 

and giving him his true start in the hospitality industry; Boggs graduated from Central High School and 

the University of Memphis; and 

 

 WHEREAS, already married with young children, Boggs waited tables at T.G.I. Friday’s while 

finishing college and went on to work in the corporate offices of Friday’s, traveling to open their new 

outlets;  Boggs left Friday’s and started bartending at Huey’s where he soon moved into management; 

two years later he became a partner; drawing from his corporate experience at Friday’s, Boggs had the 

vision to build the menu that would transition Huey’s from a bar to a restaurant; and  

 

 WHEREAS, Boggs has been crowned the “dean of Memphis restaurateurs” and was CEO of the 

seven restaurant Huey’s chain and a partner in the Half Shell Restaurants, Tsunami, Folks Folly and 

Prime Cut Shoppe; and 

 

 WHEREAS, an active member of the Memphis restaurant community and particularly the 

Memphis Restaurant Association, Boggs received the MRA Civic and Community Leadership Award in 

honor of his civic contributions which include helping to establish Zoo Rendezvous, serving as past 

president of the MRA, the Memphis Zoological Society, the Food Bank Advisory Board and Memphis in 

May and for his service as Chairman of the Memphis Convention and Visitors Bureau; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Thomas and Wight Boggs are credited with getting the Memphis restaurant 

community involved in giving back through civic contribution; Thomas was known for his love of the 

Memphis restaurant business; he constantly demonstrated his desire to see it thrive and was always 

willing to help others succeed; and  

 

 WHEREAS, Thomas leaves behind wife Wight Boggs; sons Alexander Edward Boggs and 

John Fulton Boggs; daughters Lauren Boggs McHugh, president of Huey’s Inc., Ashley Boggs 

Williams, vice-president of Huey’s Inc. and Samantha Boggs Dean, marketing coordinator of Huey’s 

Inc.; a sister, Mary Ellen Smith of Blytheville, Arkansas; two brothers, Richard Boggs of Memphis and 

Robert Earle Boggs of Tucson, Arizona and five grandchildren; and  

WHEREAS, though ink and parchment are most inadequate to commemorate the life of Thomas 

Boggs and the mark he left on the City of Memphis, the Memphis City Council desires to express its 

condolences to the Boggs family and friends who were blessed by his life, love and example.  

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF MEMPHIS, 
TENNESSEE That Madison Avenue between Rembert Street and Barksdale Street in Memphis, 

Tennessee be designated as  

"Thomas Boggs Boulevard." 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED That the City Engineer is requested to affix suitable signs so 

designating such public road. 

 

       ADOPTED:  May 20, 2008 

       Memphis City Council  



 


