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March 6, 2012

The Honorable Harold Collins, Chairman

Personnel, Intergovernmental & Annexation Committee
City Hall - Room 514

Memphis, TN 38103

Dear Chairman Collins:

Subject to Council approval, it is my recommendation that:

Derwin Sisnett

be appointed to the Memphis Light, Gas and Water Commission with a term
expiring July 30, 2014.

I have attached biographical information.

Sincerely,

C
Mayor
ACW/lar

c: Council Members

Suite 700 ¢ 125 N, Main Street © Memphis, Tennessee 38103-2078 « (901) 576-6000 * FAX (901) 576-6018



L3
BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION
APPOINTMENT TO BOARD/COMMISSION
Memphis Light, Gas & Water (MLGW)
BOARD/COMMISSION
Name: Derwin Sisnett Race  Black MFD
E-Mail Address: dsisnett@gestaltes.org Fax (901) 432-5443
Profession/Employer:  Educator/Gestalt Community Schools
Business Address: 3175 Lenox Park Blvd,, Suite 410 Zip 38113 Phone: (901) 213-5161
Education: BA Psychology, Emory University / MFA Creative Writing, Hollins University
Name of Spouse: Brandi Sisnett . Nummber of Children; __1
Home Address: 6377 8 Massey Hill Dr Phone: (901) 305-6809

City: Memphis State: TN Zip: 38120

1 ceriify that 1 am a resident of the City of Memphis (Unincorporated areas and surrounding counties are not
considered). Yes[v ] or No_ If yes, how long? Since 2011

Professional Organization/Associations:
Urban Land Institute, Leadership Academy, Leadership Memphis

Other Organizations/Association:

Power Center Community Development Corporation Vice Chairman, The Benjamin L. Hooks Tnstitute
for Social Change Local Advisory Board Member, The Martin Institute of Teaching Excellence Trustee
Other Interests:

Urban education
Comprehensive community planning

Signature Date S~ R O




Derwin A. Sisnett
6377 S. Massey Hill Drive, Memphis, TN 38120 « (901) 305-6809 - dsisnett@gestaltcs.org

EDUCATION

Doctor of Philosophy: Educational Psychology, The University of Memphis, Memphis, TN; coursework completed
Master of Fine Arts: Creative Writing, Hollins University, Roanoke, VA; May 2005

Bachelor of Arts: Psychology, Emory University, Atlanta, GA; May 2003

EXPERIENCE

Gestalt Community Scheols, Memphis, Tennessee, 2011-Present

Co-Founder, Chief Executive Officer
¢ Manage and develop a system of K-12 community-based charter schools in targeted Tennessee communities
»  Establish and manage partnerships with local and national foundations to further support development efforts
»  Work alongside board of directors to enhance organization’s vision and stakeholder support
Supervise and direct all senior staff and consultants who are engaged by the organization

Power Center Community Development Corporation, Memphis, Tennessee, 2007-Present
Yice Chairman
Co-Founder and Chairman, Power Center Academy Charter Schools (2007-2011)

+  Composed successful charter application for Tennessee charter middle (2007) and high (2010) schools and
established the schools’ Board of Directors

+  Directed the growth and development of charter schools, including hiring key employees and securing community
partners

Power Center Academy Town Center, Developer (2009-Present)

¢ Manage the design and development of 43 acre community revitalization project that includes two anchoring
charter schools, wellness center, performing arts center, residential and commercial space

*  TFacilitate planning and development of site alongside architects, engineers, developers, strategic planners, and
community stakeholders

Executive Director (2007-2011) .
+  Developed initiatives designed to strengthen social, economic, and educational foundation of targeted region

»  Established positive and constructive relationships with private and public sector

The University of Memphis, Department of Educational Psychology and Research, Memphis, Tennessee, 2008-Present
Adjunct Instructor '
¢+ Introduce undergraduates to theories and practices in the field of Educational Psychology

o TFacilitate discussions on theory and application in the field of Educational Psychology

Mid-South Community College, West Memphis, Arkansas, 2005-2007
Coordinator of Retention Services
»  Developed and implemented retention model for Mid-South Community College
¢ Served as Chair of the Enrollment Management and Assessment Committee
English Instructor
o Instructed Developmental English and English Composition students in written and oral communication
« . Tlustrated the practical use of literature and writing through classroom discussions and outside readings



Derwin A. Sisnett (901) 305-6809 dsisnett@gestaltcs.org

PRESENTATIONS
Yale School of Management Education Leadership Conference, New Haven, CT, 2012
¢ Invited to discuss opportunities to make education relevant in the 21% century
Education 2020, Nashville Chamber of Commerce, Lipscomb University College of Education, and Mayor Dean’s
Speaker Series on Charter Schools, Nashville, TN, 2011
o Presented on the background and intent of charter schools in underserved communities
Catalyst, Dallas, TX, 2011
»  Presented on the importance of strategically aligning church and state in faith-based community development
Federal Reserve of St. Louis: Memphis Bankers Roundtable, Memphis, TN, 2010
*  Presented on the importance of incorporating financial literacy in school curricula
New American City Urban Nexus: The New Face of Civic Engagement, Memphis, TN, 2009
*  Presented on using education as a catalyst to rebuild communities
Leadership Memphis Executive Training Workshop, Memphis, TN, 2009
»  Presented on innovative programs in schools that are used to create, recruit and retain talent
Federal Reserve of St. Louis Conference on Community Development, Memphis, TN, 2009
«  Presented on using education as the foundation for workforce development in urban communities
Mid-South Minoerity Business Council Conference on Economic Development, Memphis, TN, 2008
Tnvited as a panelist to share with aspiring business owners and community leaders key issues concerning
community renaissance

Noel-Levitz National Conference on Student Recruitment, Marketing, and Retention, Orlando, FL, 2007
+  TInvited to facilitate workshop on successful post-secondary school retention models

MEMBERSHIPS & BOARD APPOINTMENTS

Leadership Academy, Alumni

Leadership Memphis, Alamni

Power Center Community Development Corporation, Vice Chairman

Rhodes College’s Center for the Advancement of Youth Development, Advisory Board Member
St. George’s Independent School, Advisory Board Member

The Benjamin L. Hooks Institute for Social Change, Local Advisory Board Member

The Dixon Gallery & Gardens, Education Committee Member

The Martin Institute of Teaching Excellence, Trustee

Urban Land Institute, Member '



MEMPHIS LIGHT, GAS & WATER COMMISSION
5 Member Board

Oath of Office Required

3 Year Term

Brittenum, Dedrick -resigned M/B 07-30-11 3yr. Term
Cobbins, Darrell M/B 10-30-13 3yr. Term
Evans, V. Lynn F/B 10-30-10 3yr. Term
Masson, Rick M/W 06-30-13 3yr. Term
Wishnia, Steven M/W 11-01-13 3yr. Term

Janis Fullilove (City Council Liaison)
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