City of Memphis Prohibition on the Sale of Single Units of beer for Off-Premise Consumption in
Certain Areas of Memphis

Draft 5

An ordinance creating an Alcohol Impact Area encompassing a defined area within the Central Business
Improvement District (CBID) restricting the sale of single beers for off-premise consumption.

WHEREAS, records and anecdotal information from the Center City Commission, community residents
and businesses indicate that the residents, businesses and tourists within the Central Business
Improvement District (CBID) are increasingly affected by the effects of chronic public intoxication and
illegal activity associated with alcohol sales and consumption, and;

WHEREAS, an important element in the plan to reduce chronic public inebriation and illegal activity is to
restrict the availability of alcohol sold to chronic public inebriates in areas where such sales threaten the
public’s health, safety and welfare as well as that of the chronic public inebriates.

WHEREAS, residents and business owners within the CBID have appealed to the Center City
Commission for relief from the adverse effects of chronic public inebriation and illegal activity associated
with alcohol sales and consumption in their neighborhoods.

WHEREAS, chronic public inebriation and illegal activity associated with alcohol sales and consumption
within the CBID have contributed to the deterioration of the general quality of life and economic vitality
within the CBID and threaten the welfare, health, peace and safety of visitors and occupants, as
demonstrated by relevant crime statistics, police reports, citizen complaints and other information.

WHEREAS, the Center City Commission requested two convenience store vendors to conduct a
voluntary single-serve beer restriction test in March 2009. Said vendors were located within the area
bounded by Exchange Avenue on the north, Beale Street on the south, Front Street on the west, and Third
Street on the east. At the outset, alcohol related incidents decreased in the immediate areas adjacent to the
stores; however, when vendors returned to selling single-serve beers, incidents associated with alcohol
violations began to increase. The current City of Memphis open container ordinance has been shown to be
ineffective in deterring violators from drinking in public.

Significant problems associated with chronic public inebriation persist in the CBID. Designating this area
as an Alcohol Impact Area and initiating efforts to combat chronic public inebriation are essential tools in
the overall effort to remedy this problem.

SECTION 1:

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF MEMPHIS to create the
City of Memphis Alcohol Impact Area.
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