
 

 
 
 
                                                 Approval With Conditions 

MEMPHIS AND SHELBY COUNTY OFFICE OF PLANNING AND 
DEVELOPMENT 

                              STAFF REPORT   #3 
CASE NUMBER:  SAC 09-602     L.U.C.B. MEETING:  4/09/09 
STREET NAME: Poplar Avenue Alley Closure    
LOCATION:             Alley south of Poplar Avenue, north of Washington Avnue,  
                                       east of High Street and west of N. Orleans Street 
COUNCIL DISTRICT: 7 
SUPER DISTRICT: 8 
 
APPLICANT: Shelby County Government  

  
REPRESENTATIVE:                         ETI Corporation    
 
REQUEST: Close Alley Right-Of-Way 
 
AREA:     .23 acres 
 
EXISTING LAND USE & ZONING: Part of a parking lot for Juvenile 

Court 
 
SURROUNDING LAND USE & ZONING:  
 

North: Juvenile Court parking lot located in the Mixed Use (MU) Zoning 
District   

 
East: Collins Chapel CME Church located in the Multiple Dwelling 

Residential (R-MM) Zoning District   
 

South: Juvenile Court  located in the Multiple Dwelling Residential (R-
MH) District with a Historic Preservation (HP) Overlay 

 
West: City of Memphis Vehicle Inspection Station located in the Central 

Business  (CBD) Zoning District   
 
 
                           OFFICE OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT           
                                              RECOMMENDATION 
 

 
 
 
 
                                      
                                          Staff Writer: Chip Saliba                                                           E-Mail: chip.saliba@memphistn.gov 
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CONCLUSIONS 
 

 
                        1.  This alley parallels Poplar Avenue from High Street east to North Orleans  
                             Street.  The entirety of the alley will not be closed, but rather only the portion  
                             that runs through an existing parking lot utilized by Juvenile Court. 
 
                        2.  The purpose of closing the alley is for the construction of a new Regional  
                             Forensics Center. 
 
                        3.  The closure will landlock no property owner and still leave the remaining  
                             portions of the alley open and accessible should an abutting property owner 
                             need alley access behind their property. 
 
                        4.  The closing is recommended for approval with conditions to assure that  
                             appropriate easements are maintained for utilities, sewers, and drainage  
                             facilities or these shall be relocated at the applicant’s expense.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
                                                                              SAC 09-602 
                                                                              Poplar Avenue Alley 

                                                                                        04/09/09 
                                                                                        Page 3 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
                                                                             SAC 09-602 
                                                                              Poplar Avenue Alley 

                                                                                        04/09/09 
                                                                                        Page 4 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
                                                                             SAC 09-602 
                                                                              Poplar Avenue Alley 

                                                                                        04/09/09 
                                                                                        Page 5 
 

 
 
 
Closure Plat 
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Alley is currently part of drive aisle in a Juvenile Court parking lot. 
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Alley across Juvenile Court parking lot looking east to Orleans Street. 
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Looking west just beyond the area of the closure.  This portion of the alley 
extends past the City of Memphis Vehicle Inspection Station to intersect with 
High Street. 
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Alley intersection with High Street looking east. 
 
 



 
                                                                             SAC 09-602 
                                                                              Poplar Avenue Alley 

                                                                                        04/09/09 
                                                                                        Page 10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Remaining portion of alley as it intersects Orleans Street looking east. 
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Proposed Regional Forensics Center 
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STAFF ANALYSIS 
 
     The alley portion proposed to be closed is currently part of a surface parking lot serving 
Juvenile Court.  The purpose of the closing is to prepare a buildable site for a new Regional 
Forensics Center.  East and west legs of the alley will remain to provide secondary access to 
abutting property owners.  No landlocking of properties will result as all parcels abutting the 
alley will have primary road access remaining from either Poplar Avenue, Washington Avenue, 
High Street, or North Orleans Street. 
 
     The closing is recommended for approval.  The construction of a new Regional Forensics 
Center here will further help in aiding a revitalization of this area and closing this alley will aid 
this process. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Approval subject to the following conditions: 
 
1.  Provide easements for existing sanitary sewers, drainage facilities and other utilities or 
     relocate at the applicant’s expense. 
 
2.  The applicant shall provide for the construction of curb, gutter, and sidewalk across the  
     closure as required by the City Engineer.  If the City Engineer approves access, the applicant  
     shall construct a City Standard curb cut across the closure, all to the satisfaction of the City  
     Engineer, and at the applicant’s expense.  The applicant shall enter into a Standard  
     Improvement Contract or obtain a curb cut permit from the City Engineer to cover the above 
     required construction work. 
 
3.  The applicant shall comply with all conditions of the closure within 365 days of the  
     conditional approval of the closure by the City Council. 
 
4.  Any existing conconforming curb cuts shall be modified to meet current City Standards or  
     closed with curb, gutter, and sidewalk.              
 
 
 



 

                                                                    SAC 09-602 
                                                                     Poplar Avenue Alley                                     

                                                                               04/09/09 
                                                                               Page 13 
 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
Planning District: Downtown/Medical Center     
 
Zoning Atlas Page: 2030  
 
 
DEPARTMENTAL COMMENTS: 
 
The following comments were provided by agencies to which this application was 
referred: 
 
City Engineer: 
 
Street Closures: 
 
1. The applicant shall close the remaining section of the alley from High Street to the 

proposed west end of closure.  
 
2. Provide easements for existing sanitary sewers, drainage facilities and other utilities 

or relocate at developer's expense. 
 
3. The applicant shall provide for the construction of curb, gutter and sidewalk across 

the closure as required by the City Engineer. If the City Engineer approves access, the 
applicant shall construct a City Standard curb cut across the closure, all to the 
satisfaction of the City Engineer, and at the applicant's expense.  The applicant shall 
enter into a Standard Improvement Contract or obtain a curb cut permit from the City 
Engineer to cover the above required construction work. 

 
4. The applicant shall comply with all conditions of the closure within 365 days of the 

conditional approval of the closure by the City Council. 
 
5. Any existing nonconforming curb cuts shall be modified to meet current City 

Standards or closed with curb, gutter and sidewalk. 
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City Fire Division:     No comment. 
 
City Real Estate: No comments received. 
 
City/County Health Department: No comments. 
 
City Board of Education: No comments received. 
 
Construction Code Enforcement: No comments received. 
 
Memphis Light, Gas and Water: No comments received. 
 
Bell South / Millington Telephone: No comments received. 
 
Memphis Area Transit Authority (MATA): No comments received. 
 
OPD-Regional Services:    No comments received. 
 
OPD-Plans Development:           No comments. 
 
Park Services Division: No comments received. 
 
Neighborhood Associations: 
 
Victorian Village Inc. CDC: No comments received. 
Paula Borda Towers Resident Association: No comments received.  . 
Downtown Neighborhood Association: No comments received. 
 
 
 
 
 
SW-NRS  
 


