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City Council Resolution

WHEREAS, the Memphis City Council has adopted Rules of Procedure by
which it maintains its operation, pursuant to Referendum Ordinance #1852,
Section 1. “Legislative Council”; and

WHEREAS, from time to time it becomes necessary to amend said rules
in the interest of time and efficiency and it is proper that such amendments be
officially approved by the legislative body.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of
Memphis that Council Rules of Procedure, as presently adopted, be and the
same are hereby amended as follows:

RULE 54 Filling a Vacancy

Upon notification of a vacancy on the Council, the Chairman shall
requests written nominations from Council members of a qualified
individual(s) they would like considered for the position. Additionally, the
public may nominate candidates and interested candidates may
personally submit a letter indicating their interest in the vacant seat. The
name, address and birthdate of all candidates should be included in the
nominating letter. Interested candidates will also be asked to provide
proof of residency as described by the City of Memphis Human Resources
Division. The candidates will be certified by the Shelby County Election
Commission. Required documents for Proof of Residency shall be at least
one (1) of the following: valid Tennessee drivers license or state
identification; Tennessee vehicle registration; current Memphis Light Gas
& Water bill (within previous 30 days), and at least two (2) of the following:
mortgage papers or lease agreement in candidate’s or spouse’s name;
address section of federal tax return or tax bill for residence; recent bank
or credit union statement in candidate’s or spouse’s name (within previous
30 days); voter registration card.

Signatures of twenty-five (25) registered voters residing in the Council
district in which the vacancy exists shall be obtained. Said signatures
and proof of residency shall be submitted to the Shelby County Election
Commission on a form which includes a sworn, affirmative statement
regarding the residency of the candidate by noon on the Thursday
preceding the Tuesday meeting when the Council shall fill the vacancy.

During the Regular Meeting of the Council, all nominees will be given an
opportunity to deliver a speech, may be questioned by the Council, and
will be voted on at the same time. A roll call vote shall be taken with each



Council member indicating the name of their choice to fill the vacant seat.
Voting will begin with the Council person whose name appears first on the
voting board. With each successive round of voting, the person who voted
first in the previous round will vote last.

The Deputy Comptroller will tabulate the votes and inform the Chairman of
the vote count for each nominee at the conclusion of each round of voting.
The procedures in the initial round will be repeated as many times as
necessary until a nominee garners seven (7) votes. Beginning at the
second round of voting, a nominee receiving less than two (2) votes will be
dropped from the list of nominees. After three (3) rounds of voting, the
Chairman may accept a motion to consider the top two (2) vote-getters.

The Chairman will have the discretion to establish time limits for voting

when an impasse seems likely and to table voting to the next meeting so
as to not disrupt and delay normal Council business.

ADOPTED: September 04, 2007



