ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 5, CODE OF ORDINANCES, CITY OF
MEMPHIS, TO ESTABLISH SPAY OR NEUTER REQUIREMENTS

WHEREAS, Chapter 5 of the existing City Code of Ordinances, currently
regulates the ownership, use and control of animals and fowl within the City of Memphis;
and

WHEREAS, the City of Memphis is committed to maintaining the health, safety
and well-being of its c1tlzens and the Memphls Clty Counc1l behe S it prudent to

animals are able to be placed in good homes.

NOW, THEREFORE,

Animal Shelter Director after consultation with knowledgeable
professionals;

(2) Dogs documented as having been appropriately trained and actually
being used as service dogs, such as a guide dog, hearing dog, or
social/therapy dog, or dogs designated as breeding stock for these
purposes by an appropriate agency or organization approved by the
Animal Shelter Director after consultation with knowledgeable
professionals;

(3) Dogs documented as having been appropriately trained and actually



being used by search and rescue agencies for search and rescue
activities, or dogs designated as breeding stock for these purposes by
an appropriate agency or organization approved by the Animal Shelter
Director after consultation with knowledgeable professionals;

(4) Dogs or cats certified by a licensed veterinarian as having a health
reason for not being spayed/neutered;

(5) Dogs which are appropriately trained and actually being used for
herding of other animals, or as livestock guardian dogs, or dogs
designated as breeding stock for these purposes by an appropriate
agency or organization approved by the Animal Shelter Director after
consultation with knowledgeable professionals;

(d) Penalty.
Any owner found guilty of violatir
and not classified within the excep

SECTION 2, BE IT FURTHE
Section

5-57 (a) is here

language: .=

be unlawful for any person to operate as a commercial breeder
yut a valid breeder’s permit. Such breeder’s permit is required in
addition to any other license required under this code.
(b) Application for permit.
A person who wishes to operate as a commercial breeder may apply to
the Animal Shelter Director for a breeder’s permit thirty (30) days
prior to the breeding of said animals. An application for a breeder’s
permit shall include:
(1) The name, address, and telephone number of the applicant;
(2) The name, address, and telephone number of the location where the
breeding will be conducted;



(3) A description of the types of animals to be bred; and
(4) Any other information deemed necessary by the Animal Shelter
Director.

(c) The Animal Shelter Director shall issue a breeder’s permit if the
applicant meets the qualifications to obtain such permit and upon
payment of an annual breeder’s permit fee of $1,000.

(d) Grounds for denial or revocation.

A breeder’s permit shall be denied or revoked if the permit holder fails
to:

permit; or
(5) Pay all required fees pe

If the Animal Shelter Director de
existing permit, he shall provide
the applicant or permit holder in
business day after 4
revoke a permit. Th

the permit holder or &
requested, addressed

(e) Penalty.

\ breeder’s permit section of this
_m the exceptlons or exemptlons therein

tee not more than 10 days after the first date of mailing written
f denial or revocation.
chairman of the Animal Shelter Advisory Committee shall
¢ written notice to be given to the applicant or permit holder that a
hearing on his appeal will be conducted. Such notice shall include the
following:
(a) The place where the hearing will be conducted; and
(b) The date and time of the hearing, which shall be not later than the
fifteenth day after the date the notice was sent to the applicant or
permittee; provided that the hearing panel may continue the hearing
upon the written request of the licensee.
(2) All hearings shall be held by two members of the Animal Shelter
Advisory Committee and the member of the City Council designated as




the liaison for Public Services & Neighborhoods or his designee.
(3) An assistant city attorney may be present at the hearing to advise
the panel as to procedural matters; however, the attorney shall not
participate in any determination of the facts.
(4) All hearings shall be conducted under rules consistent with the
informal nature of the proceedings; provided, however, the following
rules shall apply to all hearings:
(a) All parties shall have the right to representation by an attorney
licensed to practice in the state of Tennessee though an attorney is
not required.
(b) Each party may present witnesses in hi

be dellvered in writing to4
manner as a notice under s

Section Nature of Violation
Violation

phrases, or p‘ V
continue in fu

SECTION 6. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF MEMPHIS, that this ordinance shall take effect from and after the date it
shall have been passed by the Council, signed by the Chairman of the Council, certified
and delivered to the Office of Mayor in writing by the comptroller and become effective
as otherwise provided by law.

KEMP CONRAD
JANIS FULLILOVE
WILLIAM BOYD
SHEA FLINN



